The effects of polychlorinated biphenyl plasticizers, like those of many other environmental chemicals ("synthetic (Fig. 1) . Parathion was more toxic than its metabolite paraoxon. Para-nitrophenol was as toxic as parathion. 1-Naphthol was less toxic than its parent compound carbaryl. The toxicities of DDT and DDE were dependent upon cell type. Little significant interaction on nucleic acid or protein synthesis was seen (2).
The effects of polychlorinated biphenyl plasticizers, like those of many other environmental chemicals ("synthetic chemicals to which man is exposed by either voluntary or involuntary means"), on biological systems are not too well understood. When Utilizing insects as the test objects, the biological interaction between plasticizers and some insecticides was also investigated (1) . Because of the structural similarity to DDT-related compounds, 11 plasticizers were tested for their toxicological interaction with dieldrin and DDT. Many of these polychlorinated biphenyl compounds were toxic to Drosophila melanogaster Meigen and house flies, Musca domestica L., but to a lesser extent than dieldrin or DDT. Their toxicity increased with a decrease in their chlorine content. Dieldrin, DDT, or any one of the less chlorinated and more volatile plasticizers (Aroclor 1221, 1232, 1242, 1248, 1254) were toxic to both test insects (Table 1) . While these polychlorinated biphenyls contain increasing amounts of chlorine, their toxicity towards the insects decreased. Dieldrin was the most toxic of the com- (1) .
In particular, though, a substantial increase in the toxicity of organophosphorus insecticides to houseflies was achieved with polychlorinated biphenyl plasticizers (3). Aroclor 1248-although nontoxic by itself to house ffies at dosages of 10 Mg/fly-significantly increased the toxicity of the oxygen analogs of five organophosphorus insecticides after simultaneous topical application to houseffies. Both p,p'-DDT and p,p'-DDE, applied at sub-lethal dosages, also increased the mortality of houseffies due to paraoxon from 2 to 60 and 73 per cent, respectively. The polychlorinated biphenyl plasticizer, applied simultaneously with parathion, however, decreased the toxicity of parathion to houseffies but increased mortalities when applied to flies one-half hour after the application of the insecticide. The plasticizer apparently inhibited the conversion of parathion to its toxic Environmental Health Perspectives (3) .
Since plasticizers are in the environment, their potential effects on biological systems, especially in combination with other synthetic chemicals, should not be disregarded.
